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v'Hydrology
* Economic impact
v'~20M AUSS in 01/02



Background

“Tomorrow’s weeds are
ah‘eady here”. (Tim Low, Feral Future)

Human mediated dispersal
Includes seed on:

— Equipment
— Clothing
—\Vehicles

Why is this a problem?




' More humans moving:

* By trains, planes & automobiles

—> 32.5 M crossings of Aus's
international borders (2013-14)

— 108 million visits to parks in Au
—>12.7 M passenger cars in Aus

* Potential increase in

human mediated dispersal
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sperse weed seeds
From 13 studies:

626 species (599 weeds)
370- naturalized in Australia
Seed traits matters:

Small, shorter & lighter
persistent seed bank

OPEN () ACCESS Frody avllbe ondne O PLOS|ow

Are Weeds Hitchhiking a Ride on Your Car? A Systematic RN &

Review of Seed Dispersal on Cars
Michael Ansong', Catherine Pickering




'What about visitors clothing?

o N, -
RESNEN '!'ej

e From 21 studies:
e 449 species (391 weeds)
e 211- naturalized in Australia
e Seed traits
e long awns, hairs & hooks
e Clothing:
e clothing type, material type

Contents lists available at ScienceDirect

Journal of Environmental Management

journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/jenvman

Weed seeds on clothing: A global review
Michael Ansong , Catherine Pickering




eds can also germinate from

tudies:
s (246 weeds) W R
alized in Australia &

S Important:
horter & lighter

A global review of weeds that can germinate from
horse dung

By Michael Ansong and Catherine Pickering
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Are park visitors aware?

* Yes,

» 49% support cleaning
visitor’s clothing
before entering parks



ow concerned are they about weeds?
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When asked how they dispose of seeds...

Method of disposing seed varied
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More educational programmes

How can we help?
— Inspecting & cleaning
— covering socks, zipped pockets
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—avoiding walking through weedy areas &
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—mow road verges & around car parks




Ongoing work

delling seed retention cur
weed species on clothing

ng seed traits to predict

i)chment potential of weed
ds on different types of
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